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THE AUSTRALIAN SHEEP INDUSTRY





The Australian Sheep industry is based on the production of wool, which is why the Merino is predominant. Other aspects, including meat production and live exports of sheep, are secondary to this.





There are three major groups of sheep breeds in Australia.





A little over 75% are purebred Merinos farmed mainly for their wool. Another 12% are first cross ewes (Merino x Border Leicester) used to mother high quality prime lambs. A further 9% are Merino derived dual purpose breeds and comebacks developed in high�rainfall areas for the production of wool, and at the same time, to provide a more acceptable carcase.





The balance of the flock is British Breed sheep: long wool breeds used to breed prime lamb mothers, and short wool breeds used as sires for prime lamb production.





HISTORY OF THE AUSTRALIAN SHEEP INDUSTRY





The first sheep in Australia were introduced at the time of the British settlement in 1788 when 29 head were purchased for meat at the Cape of Good Hope by the First Fleet on its way to the settlement at Port Jackson.





In 1797 Merinos were first introduced to provide wool. These sheep are considered to be the origin of an industry that, today, makes Australia the world's largest producer and exporter of high quality apparel wool, the world's largest exporter of live sheep and a major exporter of lamb and mutton to worldwide markets.





The Australian development of sheep for wool production purposes began when the man credited as the founder of the industry in Australia, Captain John MacArthur, acquired some of the original Merinos. He later imported a small number of stud sheep from the Royal flock of Spanish Merinos at Kew in England, and established these on Elizabeth Farm at Parramatta near Sydney.





�
THE AUSTRALIAN MERINO





Today, the Australian Merino is not considered a single homogenous breed but a number of "strains" of sheep, which are all uniquely Australian. The Australian Merino has developed through selection and breeding, with particular attention to the impact of the environment on both animal and fleece.





The four basic strains of Australian Merinos are;


•	Peppin � Suited to drier, inland environments. Large framed sheep, heavy medium fleece quality. High content of wool grease leading to a creamy colour in the wool. Very adaptable strain of sheep. Commercial animals of this strain may produce 10kg of wool per year.


•	South Australian � Bred to thrive and provide economic return from wool in the arid pastoral conditions of South Australia. This strain of Merino is the largest in body size with less body wrinkles. The wool from these sheep is thick in fibre diameter and lower in wool quality than other strains.


•	Saxon � These Merinos are found in the higher rainfall areas of Australia. These are the smallest of the breed producing approximately 4�5kg of wool per year. The wool is bright and white in colour, soft to handle and fine in diameter. Very popular fleece type with the textile industry.


•	Spanish � Today, there are relatively few of this strain of Merino in Australia, which is a direct descendent of "Spanish" blood imported to Australia. Similar body sizes and fleece weights to the Peppin Merino and found in similar climatic zones of Australia.





MICRONS





Wool is grouped according to how thick each fibre is. This is measured in microns. There are 1000 microns in one millimetre. If the crimp is very close together the wool is fine and will be less than 20 microns. Medium wool is between 20 and 23 microns. Strong wool will be more than 23 microns.





Merino wool is grouped according to this wool type. There are 4 main types of Merino wool in Australia.


1.	Superfine Wool � Less than 18 microns. Approximately 65�75mm in


	length.


2.	Fine Wool � Between 18 and 20 microns. Approximately 70�80mm in


	length.


3.	Medium Wool � Between 20 and 23 microns. Approximately 80�


	90mm in length.


4.	Strong Wool � Greater than 23 microns. Approximately 90�105mm in


	length.





The type of wool produced determines what the fleece can be used for. Finer type wools are better suited to suiting fabrics and the stronger wools for furnishing fabrics. Finer wools demand a higher price at wool auctions.





THE CORRIEDALE





The Corriedale is a Merino based breed of sheep, bred to combine the economic return of both meat and wool. The breed was developed in the late 1870's in both Australia and New Zealand by crossing Merinos with Lincolns to develop a fixed type now known as the Corriedale.





The Corriedale is a large framed, hornless sheep, with dark pigmentation on the nose and lips.





Corriedale wool has a thick staple 150mm long with a fineness of between 27 and 32 microns. The wool is used for specialty cloth, upholstery and curtain material.





The Corriedale is also noted for its high quality lean meat carcass. Therefore, the Corriedale is termed a "dual purpose" breed, producing quality wool and meat.





There are a large number of Corriedale's in Australia and many have been exported throughout the world.





THE BORDER LEICESTER





The Border Leicester is a longwool British Breed from the Border regions between England and Scotland. It first came to Australia in the 1870's.





The main use of the Border Leicester is to cross rams of this breed with Merino ewes for the production of crossbred ewes, which are then mated to shortwool British breeds such as Poll Dorset's to produce Prime Lambs.





Border Leicester sheep are large, hornless sheep with no wool on their face or legs. Their wool is very long, approximately 150�250MM in length with a fineness of 32 microns.





The breed is very widespread throughout Australia and is present in large numbers.





THE LINCOLN





The Lincoln is a long woolled British breed of sheep, said to be the parent of all modem long wool breeds.





The first Lincoln's were brought to Australia in 1880.





The wool is one of the longest and heaviest of all sheep breeds, between 300 and 400mm long with a fineness of 34 � 40 microns. The fleece weighs between 12 and 16kg. The wool of the Lincoln is used for roller lapping and upholstery fabrics.





The Lincoln carcass is lean, large with considerable flesh.





Limited numbers of Lincoln's exist in Australia today.





�
THE ENGLISH LEICESTER





The English Leicester is a British longwool breed of sheep.





English Leicester's are a native of the English Midlands and have been in Australia since 1838.





They were widely used for crossing with fine wool Merino ewes in the development of breeds such as the Corriedale.





The English Leicester has a very heavy fleece with a staple length of 200�250mm and a fineness of 32 to 38 microns. The fleece is used for specialty fabric production such as Tweeds in the UK and Japan.





Today, the English Leicester is quite rare in Australia.
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